16™ March, 2017

Conviction of Malaysian Activist Ms. Lena Hendry
for screening a human rights film about Sri Lanka

We, the undersigned Sri Lankan citizens and organizations, strongly condemn the conviction of Malaysian
activist Ms. Lena Hendry for screening a film dealing with allegations of war crimes in Sri Lanka.

Lena Hendry, in her capacity as a staff member of the Malaysian human rights organization Pusat KOMAS
(Community Communications Centre) at that time, held a private screening of the documentary “No Fire
Zone: The Killing Fields of Sti Lanka” on 3 July 2013 in Kuala Lumpur. Halfway through the screening,
officials from the Home Ministry, Immigration Department, and the police arrived at the venue and stopped
the screening. Three KOMAS representatives, including Lena Hendry, were arrested and detained
overnight. Lena was then charged with violating section 6(1)(b) of the Film Censorship Act of 2002 and
convicted on 21 February 2017 by the Kuala Lumpur Magistrate’s Court for the “circulation, distribution,
display, production, sale hire or possession” of film material that the government-appointed, Board of
Censors has not approved.

The provisions of the Act are broad and effectively criminalize any form of film circulation or display of
any film which has not been approved by the Film Censorship Board. Imposing penalties for the screening
of a human rights documentary is a clear violation of freedom of expression. The requirement to obtain
permission for screening amounts to prior censorship and hampers the right of society in general to seek
and receive information and ideas.

KOMAS had frequently screened films in Malaysia dealing with human rights issues in other countries. The
Sri Lankan government of that time, under President Rajapakse, was directly behind the effort to stop the
screening of this film. But the film has never been banned in Sri Llanka and the Sinhala version has been
made freely available online.

A Presidential Commission of Inquiry that was appointed by former President Rajapakse and continued its
work under the present President Sirisena (Paranagama Commission) concluded that images depicted in the
films contain "credible allegations" and that they "provide enough material to form a reasonable basis to
believe that war crimes may have been committed, warranting an investigation" (para 422 and para 425). A
previous Presidential Commission of Inquiry also appointed by President Rajapakse (Lessons Learnt and
Reconciliation Commission) recommended that "the Government initiate an independent investigation into
this matter (previous channel 4 films, images of which are also contained in "No Fire Zone") to establish
the truth or otherwise of the allegations arising from the video footage" (para 4.375).

We call on the Malaysian courts to overturn the conviction against LLena and for the Malaysian authorities
to stop persecuting Lena and drop all charges against her. We also urge the Malaysian Government to drop
all charges against other activists charged under repressive laws that have been used to stifle dissent and
repeal excessive, disproportionate, and vaguely drafted laws which violate the right to freedom of
expression, such as the Film Censorship Act, and ensure that any laws are in line with international human
rights laws and standards.

We also appeal to the Sri Lankan Government to formally request the Malaysian authorities to stop the
persecution against Lena. In particular, indicating that the present Government stands for free expression
and open dialogue and the examination of allegations about crimes committed during the war, and that the
film has never been banned in Sri Lanka.

[Note: The statement has been endorsed by 7 Sri Lankans organizations and 88 citizens, including film makers, artists,
academics, lawyers, clergy and human rights activists.  Full list of signatories  available
at https://ihrdc.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/conviction-of-lena-hendry-statement-from-sl-16-march-2017-en.pdf]
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