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INFORM was established in 1990 to monitor and document the human rights situation in Sri
Lanka, especially in the context of the ethnic conflict and war, and to report on the situation
through written and oral interventions at the local, national, and international levels. INFORM
also focused on working with other communities whose rights were frequently and
systematically violated. Currently, INFORM focuses on election monitoring, freedom of
expression, and human rights defenders. INFORM is based in Colombo, Sri Lanka, and works
closely with local activists, groups, and networks as well as regional (Asian) and international
human rights networks.
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1. Executive Summary

Media Freedom: M.T.T. Ruwan Kumara, Director of the Criminal Records Division of the
Police, speaking at the 548th Meeting, 29th Session of UN Committee on Enforced
Disappearances, claimed there was “reliable information” linking Tamil Journalist and Human
Rights Defender Kanapathipillai Kumanan based in Mullaitivu to “terrorist activities and
financial crime,” alleging that he had “provoked protestors against government forces for
personal gain” and Police have found that “he has been using 31 sim cards and 16 or 17
mobile phones”. A statement issued by over 140 human rights activists and organisations
condemned the claim made by the Director of the CID, as well as the ongoing surveillance,
harassment, and intimidation of Kumanan Kanapathipillai.

Accountability:

Minister criticized after comments undermine victims’ advocacy: Minister Bimal
Rathnayake faced criticism after remarks at an event marking the International Day of the
Disappeared at Temple Trees, where he referred to victims’ campaigns as “dramas” staged
to coincide with UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) sessions in Geneva.

UNHRC: Several international human rights organizations have urged the Member and
Observer States of the United Nations Human Rights Council to support the renewal of the Sri
Lanka Accountability Project at the UNHRC, calling for an immediate end to surveillance of
victims’ families, a moratorium on the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA), and the inclusion of
international forensic experts in mass grave investigations (Amnesty International, 2025).
Vijitha Herath, Minister of Foreign Affairs, addressed the UNHRC and emphasized
strengthening domestic mechanisms for reconciliation and accountability, though victims'
groups have been advocating for greater international oversight. Civil society groups and
political parties in the North and East remain skeptical about the government's promises on
accountability and justice, while expressing concern over insufficient expertise in mass grave
investigations.

Forcefully Disappeared: The Cabinet of Ministers has approved a special project to complete
investigations into 10,517 complaints received by the Office on Missing Persons and related
duties by the end of 2027. The approval includes the appointment of 25 sub-committees
consisting of 75 eligible individuals. The OMP, which issues reports based on investigations
into missing or disappeared persons, has received a total of 16,966 complaints. Chairman
Mahesh Katulanda stated that preliminary investigations into 6,700 of these cases have been
completed, while inquiries into another 10,000 cases are ongoing to expedite justice for
victims.

Mass Graves: Excavations at mass grave sites have intensified scrutiny over alleged
extrajudicial killings during the civil war. The Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka has
raised concerns about the continued presence of regular Police officers at the sites, and
highlighted the importance of ensuring credibility of the ongoing investigations. The
commission noted that overseas expertise and advanced technology would be necessary to
ensure a thorough investigation.



Easter Sunday Attacks: Opposition Leader renewed calls for access to reports from the
Cabinet Secretariat and the Attorney General's Department, which formed the basis for
rejecting a No-Confidence Motion against Deputy Defence Minister Aruna Jayasekara. A
group of opposition MPs submitted the motion in August, citing serious concerns over
Jayasekara’s alleged involvement in and potential conflict of interest with the investigations.
Premadasa clarified that there were “no personal issues concerning Aruna Jayasekara,”
stressing that his demand was for procedural transparency.

Calls for release of Batalanda Commission's full report: Journalist Nandana Weeraratne
has called on President Anura Kumara Dissanayake to release the full report, which implicates
military officers, politicians, and business figures, noting that the full 6,780-page document has
been sealed until 2030 by the order of a former President, though a more concise report has
been released to the parliament and the public.

Custodial Abuse and Enforced Disappearances: Attorney-at-law Senaka Perera, head of
a civil society organisation advocating for prisoners’ rights, has urged the NPP government to
ensure the protection of individuals recently arrested in Indonesia and brought back to
Colombo over the weekend. He urged Parliament to focus on the pattern of deaths in police
custody and criticized both the government and opposition for failing to reform the police.

Legal Reforms and Developments:

Enactment of NGO Bill Delayed: The government has delayed the enactment of the
proposed controversial legislation aimed at monitoring and supervising local and international
NGOs, despite an existing draft prepared during the previous administration. The attempts to
introduce similar bills in the past have been met with strong opposition from the civil society.

Press Council Act to be amended: The Cabinet of Ministers has granted approval to amend
the Sri Lanka Press Council Act No. 5 of 1973 (PCA), broadening its scope to include
electronic media. The proposed amendment stipulates that any order issued to a newspaper
following a Press Council trial will apply to both the print newspaper and its electronically
published versions, as well as its social media channels.

Unlicensed Cable and Satellite TV Operators given until November to register: The
Ministry of Mass Media has announced a grace period extending until November 30, 2025, for
all unlicensed cable and satellite (DTH) television operators to obtain proper authorization.

Committee Formed to Enable Overseas Voting for Sri Lankans: The Cabinet has
approved the formation of a committee to study how to enable overseas Sri Lankans to vote
in elections.

Capital Punishment: President Anura Kumara Dissanayake cautioned against hasty
imposition of capital punishment, highlighting the moral weight of signing a death sentence
and urging consideration of alternative solutions for crime prevention.

Opposition emerges from Teachers and Monks against Corporal Punishment Ban: The
Ministry of Justice has inaugurated reforms for children in the justice system, including building
child witness rooms with audiovisual equipment and other legal reforms. A proposed
amendment to the Penal Code banning both physical and psychological punishment of
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children in schools, detention centers, and care institutions was subjected to controversy as it
faced resistance from religious and teachers groups. A letter addressed to the President by
leading monks claimed that the ban of corporal punishment could weaken traditional values,
discipline, and societal morals, particularly citing concerns about child protection measures
and perceived LGBTQ+ support. The Kalutara District Teachers' Association fears that legal
restrictions on punishment will discourage teachers from maintaining classroom discipline,
potentially leading to disorder in schools.

Prevention of Terrorism Act: President’s Counsel Rienzie Arsekularatne, Chairman of the
expert committee appointed to draft new anti-terror legislation, stated that the final draft of the
proposed legislation would be handed over to Justice Minister Harshana Nanayakkara.

The new draft legislation is expected to be presented to the President and subsequently
opened for public consultation. The Minister emphasized that the government aims to
complete consultation and submit the legislation to the Cabinet and Parliament. This initiative
comes amid pressure from the United Nations Human Rights Council, and the civil society
groups to reform the current draconian law, with the government previously stating its intention
to introduce the new law by September.

Other Incidents

Threats of Legal action against lawyers by individuals: The Bar Association of Sri Lanka
has expressed concern over recent instances where individuals have threatened legal action
or complaints against Attorneys-at-Law for professional work carried out on behalf of clients,
emphasizing that such actions undermine the independence of the legal profession and the
administration of justice.

FSP Office: A serious dispute has erupted between the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna, and the
Frontline Socialist Party over the alleged forcible takeover of the FSP’s district office in
Yakkala, Gampaha. Allegedly, a group of ‘government-backed thugs' stormed the office
located, assaulted party members, and took control of the premises. Six members were
reportedly injured and hospitalized. Also alleged that senior government figures, including
Public Security Minister Ananda Wijayapala, had used state power and police assistance to
secure the premises for the NPP.

Sri Lankan Football Player fined for displaying a pro-Palestine message: The Asian
Football Confederation (AFC) has imposed a fine of USD 2,000 on Sri Lankan national
footballer Mohamed Thilham for displaying a pro-Palestine message following a match in
June.

Environmental Impact: Public opposition against the proposed Mannar Wind Farm project
has intensified into a tense standoff between local communities and government authorities.
Residents have been protesting against the project for over 55 consecutive days, citing
concerns over flooding, destruction of farmland, disruption of fishing livelihoods, and
environmental impact to one of the country’s most fragile ecosystems.



2. Media Freedom

Director of the Criminal Records Division (CID) of the police, addressing the UN Committee on
Enforced Disappearances, defended the continuous Police summons and interrogations on Northern
Province based Journalist Kumanan Kanapathipillai. Courtesy: UNTV

M.T.T. Ruwan Kumara, Director of the Criminal Records Division (CID) of the Sri Lankan
police, speaking at the 548th Meeting, 29th Session of UN Committee on Enforced
Disappearances (CED) on 26th September, claimed there was “reliable information” linking
Tamil Journalist and Human Rights Defender Kanapathipillai Kumanan based in Mullaitivu to
“terrorist activities and financial crime,” alleging that he had “provoked protestors against
government forces for personal gain” and Police have found that “he has been using 31 sim
cards and 16 or 17 mobile phones” (UNTV, 2025). A statement issued by over 140 human
rights activists and organisations condemned the claim made by the Director of the CID, as
well as the ongoing surveillance, harassment, and intimidation of Kumanan Kanapathipillai.
Last month, he was interrogated by the Counter Terrorism Investigation Division (CTID) for
approximately seven hours regarding his journalism, social media activities, financial
transactions, phone records, and overseas travel. Subsequently, eight international human
rights organisations also issued a statement urging the government to end the harassment of
Kumanan (see INFORM August Report).

“Killing Sri Lankan Journalists: The Case of Nimalarajan Mylvaganam,” a new research report
issued by Redress, a UK-based NGO, analysed the failures of the police investigation into the
October 2000 assassination of BBC Jaffna reporter Nimalarajan Mylvaganam. The report
noted that the case has remained unresolved, with impunity persisting for nearly 25 years,
alongside at least 44 other journalists and media workers killed during Sri Lanka’s civil war
and post-war period, in none of which the perpetrators have been held accountable to date.



https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/kanapathipillai-kumanan
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1k/k1k497zs37
https://adayaalam.org/condemning-the-surveillance-harassment-and-intimidation-of-journalist-kumanan-kanapathipillai/
https://cpj.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Urgent-Statement-on-Kanapathipillai-Kumanan.pdf
https://www.inform.lk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/HRS_Aug_2025.pdf
https://redress.org/publication/killing-sri-lankan-journalists-the-case-of-nimalarajan-mylvaganam/

3. Accountability

3.1. Minister criticized after comments undermine victims’ advocacy

Minister Bimal Rathnayake faced criticism after remarks at an event marking the International
Day of the Disappeared at Temple Trees, where he referred to victims’ campaigns as “dramas”
staged to coincide with UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) sessions in Geneva held in
September.! Rathnayake noted visiting mass grave sites, including Chemmani, but claimed
there was a little oversight and criticized advocacy efforts. Former Human Rights Commission
head Ambika Satkunanathan condemned these comments, stressing that raising human
rights concerns at the UNHRC is a legitimate right of victims and civil society and that belittling
such efforts undermines their agency (Tamil Guardian, 2025). The Chemmani site, one of Sri
Lanka’s largest mass graves, has yielded over 200 skeletal remains in 2025 alone, highlighting
the persistent gap in domestic accountability mechanisms like the Office of Missing Persons
(OMP).

3.2.  UNHRC
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Minister of Foreign Affairs, Vijitha Herath at the UNHRC. Courtesy: News.lk the Government news

portal.

Amnesty International, Forum Asia, Human Rights Watch, and International Commission of
Jurists have urged the Member and Observer States of the United Nations Human Rights
Council to support the renewal of the Sri Lanka Accountability Project at the UNHRC, calling
for an immediate end to surveillance of victims’ families, a moratorium on the Prevention of

" Minister’s statement [Youtube video]. News Center. https://youtu.be/yjjKS2Q71bY?t=565
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Terrorism Act (PTA), and the inclusion of international forensic experts in mass grave
investigations (Amnesty International, 2025).

“The Government continues to strengthen the domestic reconciliation mechanisms - the Office
on Missing Persons (OMP), Office for Reparations, and Office of National Unity and Reconciliation
(ONUR) — by guaranteeing their independence and making the necessary financial and human
resource allocations... A process has been set in motion to establish a Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC). Investigations independent of any Government interference are being
conducted under judicial oversight into the grave sites, including in Chemmani... The Government
is committed to advancing accountability through credible domestic processes. Recent decisions
by the Sri Lankan courts demonstrate the independence of the Sri Lankan judiciary. To further
enhance the delivery of justice, a decision has been taken to establish an independent public
prosecutor’s office. Views have been sought from the general public and the Human Rights
Commission of Sri Lanka..”

Excerpts from the statement made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Vijitha Herath at the 60th
Session of the UNHRC

In response to the 60th UNHRC session in Geneva, Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath presented
Sri Lanka’s position, emphasising the NPP government’s sweeping electoral mandate and
commitment to inclusive governance. He highlighted parliamentary representation of women,
minorities, and differently-abled members, as well as successful local elections conducted
without post-election violence or misuse of state resources. The government has introduced
social welfare programs targeting vulnerable populations, including women, children, disabled
persons, and conflict-affected communities, alongside infrastructure and housing projects in
the Northern and Eastern provinces (Siriwardana, 2025; The Island, 2025; The Morning,
2025).

On reconciliation and accountability, Herath emphasised strengthening domestic
mechanisms—the OMP, Office for Reparations, and the Office of National Unity and
Reconciliation (ONUR)—and announced additional funding to expedite inquiries into missing
persons. Investigations of mass graves, including Chemmani, are conducted under
independent judicial oversight. Plans for a Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and
an independent public prosecutor’s office are underway, alongside initiatives to release
military-held lands, facilitate memorialization, and create civic space for civil society. The
government maintains that all accountability processes should be domestic, arguing that
external interventions such as the Sri Lanka Accountability Project risk undermining national
reconciliation (Siriwardana, 2025; The Island, 2025; The Morning, 2025).

Despite these commitments, opposition parties and international observers remain skeptical.
The llankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi (ITAK), the main Tamil Political party at the Parliament
criticized the government for failing to repeal the PTA, delaying provincial council elections,
and rejecting international involvement in accountability mechanisms, while expressing
concern over insufficient expertise in mass grave investigations, including Chemmani, where
240 skeletal remains have been found (Daily Mirror, 2025; The Island, 2025).

3.3. Enforced Disappearances

The Cabinet of Ministers has approved a special project to complete investigations into 10,517
complaints received by the Office on Missing Persons (OMP) and related duties by the end of
2027. The approval includes the appointment of 25 sub-committees consisting of 75 eligible



individuals. The proposal was presented by the Minister of Justice and National Integration.
The OMP, which issues reports based on investigations into missing or disappeared persons,
has received a total of 16,966 complaints. Chairman Mahesh Katulanda stated that preliminary
investigations into 6,700 of these cases have been completed, while inquiries into another
10,000 cases are ongoing to expedite justice for victims (The Morning, 2026).

Meanwhile, relatives of the disappeared in the North and East have launched a series of
rotating hunger strikes demanding international justice for human rights violations and
enforced disappearances during the civil war. Organized by the Association of Relatives of
Persons Forced to Disappear in the North and East, the protest began on 25 September in
Chemmani, Jaffna. Demonstrators call for an independent international investigation into
Tamil genocide, enforced disappearances, war crimes, and mass graves, while rejecting Sri
Lanka’s domestic mechanisms (Tamil Guardian, 2025; Tamilwin, 2025).

The hunger strike and ongoing investigations reflect a tension between the government’s
domestic mechanisms and the persistent demand by Tamil families of the disappeared for
international intervention to deliver truth and justice, after decades of unaddressed grievances
(Tamil Guardian, 2025; Tamilwin, 2025, The Morning, 2025).

3.4. Mass Graves

Excavations at mass grave sites have intensified scrutiny over alleged extrajudicial killings
during the civil war. The Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka (HRCSL) has raised
concerns about the continued presence of regular Police officers at the site. HRCSL
Commissioner Nimal G. Punchihewa said that maintaining the credibility of the investigation
is crucial. The commission noted that overseas expertise and advanced technology would be
necessary to ensure a thorough investigation (Samaraweera, 2025; The Daily Morning, 2025).

The Ministry of Public Security defended the deployment of local Police officers, stating that
personnel are assigned from nearby stations on shift rosters solely to provide security, with
no authority to interfere in judicial supervision. He argued that frequent rotation or the
deployment of officers from distant locations is impractical (Samaraweera, 2025; The Daily
Morning, 2025).

Parallel investigations are underway at the Kurukkalmadam mass grave site in Batticaloa. A
team comprising Judicial Medical Officers, archaeologists, police Scene of Crime Officers,
lawyers, and officials from the Office on Missing Persons (OMP) conducted a site visit on
September 11 under the supervision of Magistrate J.B.A. Ranjithkumar to plan the next stage
of excavations and exhumations. Families of the disappeared were permitted to observe
proceedings, and 26 families have submitted affidavits detailing the disappearances of their
loved ones (Tamil Guardian, 2025; The Morning, 2025).

The OMP has presented a formal investigation plan and budget to court on September 18,
following a prior court order under Article 12(d) of the OMP Act, which authorizes exhumations
at suspected mass grave sites (The Morning, 2025). Deputy Minister of National Integration
Muneer Mulaffer announced an allocation of Rs. 2.9 million for the excavations, which are
scheduled to commence shortly (Tamil Guardian, 2025).
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These investigations have intensified calls for international oversight, as Tamil families and
rights groups continue to express distrust in domestic institutions. Decades of alleged cover-
ups, intimidation, and destroyed evidence have fuelled fears that Sri Lanka’s domestic
investigations, from Chemmani to Mannar, may not deliver impartial justice (Tamil Guardian,
2025).

3.5. Easter Sunday Attacks

In Parliament, Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa renewed calls for access to reports from
the Cabinet Secretariat and the Attorney General’'s Department, which formed the basis for
rejecting a No-Confidence Motion against Deputy Defence Minister Aruna Jayasekara. A
group of opposition MPs submitted the motion in August, citing serious concerns over
Jayasekara’s alleged involvement in and potential conflict of interest with the investigations.
Premadasa clarified that there were “no personal issues concerning Aruna Jayasekara,”
stressing that his demand was for procedural transparency (Saman Indrajith, 2025; Tamil
Guardian, 2025; The Island, 2025).

However, Speaker Dr. Jagath Wickramaratne ruled that the No-Confidence Motion was out of
order, citing the 1978 Constitution and parliamentary Standing Orders, which do not provide
for such motions against individual ministers or deputy ministers. The Speaker noted that while
precedents exist for No-Confidence Motions against Cabinet Ministers, the legal basis remains
unclear. He suggested that the opposition could consider submitting a substantive motion
instead, emphasizing that incidental criticism of members or ministers could only proceed
through such motions (The Island, 2025).

Meanwhile, President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, speaking to the Sri Lankan diaspora in
New York while attending the UN General Assembly sessions, confirmed that one or two
former army officials would soon be arrested in connection with the attacks. He blamed
political interference and previous administrations for the slow pace of investigations, noting
that some individuals suspected of involvement were later appointed to high-ranking positions.
Dissanayake acknowledged the challenges faced by the current investigation due to earlier
mismanagement and evidence concealment, but expressed confidence in the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) to advance the inquiry (Tamil Guardian, 2025; The Island,
2025).

3.6. Calls for release of Batalanda Commission's full report

Journalist Nandana Weeraratne has called on President Anura Kumara Dissanayake to
release the report, which implicates military officers, politicians, and business figures, noting
that the full 6,780-page document has been sealed until 2030 by the order of a former
President (The Island, 2025).

Presidential Commissions of Inquiry (PCol) is an ad hoc mechanism historically used to
investigate high-profile human rights abuses, appointed by the President often in response to
public or international pressure. This legal mechanism was not originally intended for
investigating human rights violations, but administrative issues. Many PCol reports have not
been made public. As mechanisms that report to the President, they can be politically biased
and have often served to divert public attention and buy time, contributing to large-scale
impunity in Sri Lanka. (Amnesty International, 2009).

11



The Batalanda torture chambers refer to an illegal detention and torture site that operated in
a government housing complex in Sri Lanka during the 1987-1989 Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) insurrection. In 1995, President Chandrika Kumaratunga appointed a
Presidential Commission of Inquiry, comprising two High Court judges, to investigate the
government detention centre operated at the Batalanda Housing Complex between January
1988 and December 1990. The Commission handed over the completed report, and handed
over the report to the President in 2000, it was not formally released until 2025. 177 pages
long, concise report titled “Report of the Commission of Inquiry into the Establishment and
Maintenance of Places of Unlawful Detention and Torture Chambers at the Batalanda Housing
Scheme” (Batalanda Commission Report) was tabled in the Parliament in March 2025 (Daily
Mirror, 2025), and handed over to the Attorney General by the Presidential Secretariat
following a directive from President Anura Kumara Disanayake in April 2025 (President’s
Office, 2025). According to the released version of report, the Commission found ample
evidence that certain houses in the Batalanda Housing Complex, owned by the State Fertilizer
Manufacturing Corporation, were used for the illegal detention and torture of individuals, with
the direct involvement of high-ranking police officers. These houses had been handed over to
the police on the orders of then Cabinet Minister Ranil Wickremasinghe, without following
established departmental procedures. ((Batalanda Commission Report, 2000).
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The Presidential Commission and its Principal Officers. Courtesy: Balanda Commission
Report (2000).

3.7. Prisoners’ Rights Group advocates on prevention of Custodial Abuse

Attorney-at-law Senaka Perera, head of a civil society organisation advocating for prisoners’
welfare, has urged the government to ensure the protection of individuals recently arrested in
Indonesia and brought back to Colombo over the weekend. Perera criticized successive
governments for allowing deaths in custody, warning that the current administration shares
responsibility for such incidents. He expressed concern over potential attempts to silence
detainees despite assurances from Public Security Minister Ananda Wijepala and IGP
Priyantha Weerasooriya of “no-holds-barred” investigations. Citing the controversial death of
Makadure Madush in October 2020, Perera emphasized that such killings remain a recurring
issue (Ferdinando,2025; The Island, 2025).
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He urged Parliament to focus on deaths in police custody and criticized both the government
and opposition for failing to reform the police. The removal of IGP Deshabandu Tennakoon
after the Colombo Crime Division (CCD) attacked the W15 Hotel in Weligama in December
2023 exemplifies institutional failures. Perera also highlighted the Human Rights
Commission’s (HRC) recommendations regarding custody protocols and called for sustained
oversight (Ferdinando, 2025; The Island, 2025).

Recent measures to improve police accountability include the introduction of body-worn
cameras for traffic officers and installation of CCTV cameras in all detention cells nationwide.
ASP F.U. Wootler explained that these measures aim to reduce misconduct, document public
interactions, and provide evidence in cases of abuse. Human rights organizations have long
recommended such reforms, noting recent incidents where detainees died following custody
at Welikada and Wadduwa Police Stations, and suspensions of officers following torture
allegations at Malimbada Police Station (Balasuriya, 2025).
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4. Legal Reforms and Developments

41. Enactment of NGO Bill Delayed

The government has delayed the enactment of legislation aimed at monitoring and supervising
local and international NGOs, despite an existing draft prepared during the previous
administration. The need for NGO oversight has been debated for decades, with authorities
raising concerns about alleged unchecked spending and activities against national interests,
while civil society organizations have pointed to issues of surveillance, intimidation, and undue
intervention by authorities.. Currently, NGOs operate under multiple laws, including the Social
Service Organisations (Registration and Monitoring) Act No. 31 of 1980, the Companies Act
No. 17 of 1982, and others. Only 1,895 out of thousands of NGOs are registered with the
National NGO Secretariat, which will now be placed under the Ministry of Rural Development,
Social Security and Community Empowerment ( Bandara, 2025; Daily Mirror, 2025).

4.2. Press Council Act to be amended

The Cabinet of Ministers has granted approval to amend the Sri Lanka Press Council Act No.
5 of 1973 (PCA), broadening its scope to include electronic media. The PCA is a controversial
piece of legislation that has faced strong criticism from media rights advocates for many
decades. The proposed amendment stipulates that any order issued to a newspaper following
a Press Council trial will apply to both the print newspaper and its electronically published
versions, as well as its social media channels. While Media Minister Jayatissa stated that the
amendment is not intended to repress the media and has been formulated based on requests
from the public and media institutions (Newswire, 2025), some media rights activists have
highlighted the dangers of granting additional powers to what they consider a repressive
institution that should be repealed (Sri Lanka Brief, 2025).

4.3. Unlicensed Cable and Satellite TV Operators given until November
to register

The Ministry of Mass Media has announced a grace period extending until November 30,
2025, for all unlicensed cable and satellite (DTH) television operators to obtain proper
authorization.

The Ministry Secretary stated that operating without a valid license from both the Mass Media
Ministry and the Telecommunications Regulatory Commission of Sri Lanka (TRCSL) is illegal
under Section 28 of the Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation Act No. 6 of 1982. He emphasized
that licenses cannot be transferred to third parties, and agreements with illegal operators are
legally void. The Ministry warned that operators without valid licenses after the deadline will
face legal action.

4.4. Committee Formed to Enable Overseas Voting for Sri Lankans

The Cabinet has approved the formation of a committee to study how to enable overseas Sri
Lankans to vote in elections. The current electoral system in Sri Lanka permits only citizens
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residing within the country to vote, while other countries in Asia and beyond have mechanisms
in place to ensure the voting rights of their citizens living abroad. A committee comprising
officials from the Elections Commission, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment
and Tourism, the Ministry of Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Governments, and other relevant institutions will examine the legal amendments needed to
extend voting rights to Sri Lankan citizens abroad.

4.5. Capital punishment

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake cautioned against hasty imposition of capital
punishment, highlighting the moral weight of signing a death sentence and urging
consideration of alternative solutions for crime prevention (Newswire, 2025).

4.6. Opposition emerges from Teachers and Monks against Corporal
Punishment Ban

These arbitrary amendments to the law, made despite the Penal Code already containing
sufficient legal provisions to address child abuse and arbitrary corporal punishment, are
destroying the core of the country's historical civilization and educational culture. They are
undermining the relationship between parents and children, as well as between teachers and
students. We all need to understand that this marks the beginning of the destruction of the mutual
relationship, understanding, and friendship between students and teachers.

However, the failure of public representatives to understand that passing such laws will lead to
social degradation clearly demonstrates the short-sightedness of current Sri Lankan political
trends and a lack of understanding of the country's cultural value systems. These laws create
imbalance in social institutions and undermine fundamental social concepts such as mother,
father, and teacher, which severely threatens social security."

Quote from the statement issued by Chief Buddhist Monks in Sri Lanka against banning corporal
punishment and promotion of LGBTIQ+ tourism in Sri Lanka.

Source: Lanka Leader

Sri Lanka is also undertaking significant child protection reforms. The Ministry of Justice, led
by Minister Harshana Nanayakkara, has inaugurated child witness rooms in 50 courts
nationwide, starting with the Kandy High Court. These rooms, equipped with modern audio-
visual technology, allow children to testify without direct confrontation with alleged
perpetrators, reducing trauma and enhancing the reliability of their testimony. The reforms are
part of the Child Protection and Justice Bill and align with international standards, including
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (Newsfirst, 2025; Vishmika, 2025).

The Penal Code (Amendment) Bill has been proposed to ban both physical and non-physical
punishment of children across schools, detention centers, and institutional care, aiming to
prevent emotional and psychological harm. The bill, approved by the Sectoral Oversight
Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil Protection, emphasizes that it is not targeting
teachers specifically but applies to all adults responsible for disciplining children (Ada Derana,
2025; Sri Lanka Parliament, 2025; The Morning, 2025). The Ceylon Teachers’ Union has
requested guidelines to maintain school discipline in the absence of corporal punishment,
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noting that legal restrictions could challenge efforts to address issues like drug use or abuse
among students (Chamara, 2025; Daily Morning, 2025).

However, these reforms have faced opposition from some religious and community groups.
The Maha Sangha expressed concern that amendments promoting child protection and
perceived support for LGBTQ+ rights could undermine traditional social values, discipline, and
the moral fabric of society, urging the President to reconsider such measures in light of cultural
heritage and social ethics. The Kalutara District Teachers’ Association echoed these
concerns, warning that legal restrictions might cause teachers to withdraw from maintaining
discipline, potentially undermining school order.

4.7. Prevention of Terrorism Act
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A group of civil society activists holding a demonstration in front of the UN office in Colombo
in 2022, demanding the Sri Lankan Government to repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act.
Courtesy: |IFJ

President’s Counsel Rienzie Arsekularatne, Chairman of the expert committee appointed to
draft new anti-terror legislation, stated that the final draft of the proposed legislation would be
handed over to Justice Minister Harshana Nanayakkara. The Chairman said that the
committee was still identifying and reviewing contentious areas in the draft and would study
the legislation thoroughly. The Department of Legislative Draftsmen is responsible for the
actual drafting of the new law.

The new draft legislation is expected to be presented to the President and subsequently
opened for public consultation. Minister of Justice Harshana Nanayakkara said that Public
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consultations will follow in the form of a white paper, with the English version available for at
least a month for public comments before parliamentary review. The Minister emphasized that
the government aims to complete consultation and submit the legislation to the Cabinet and
Parliament. This initiative comes amid pressure from the United Nations Human Rights
Council, and the civil society groups to reform the current draconian law, with the government
previously stating its intention to introduce the new law by September (Gunasekara, 2025).

Concerns over the existing Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) remain acute. Mohamed Rifai
Suhail, a 21-year-old student, was acquitted recently after being detained last year under the
PTA, which has been disproportionately used against ethnic minorities for decades. Suhail
was arrested by Dehiwala police in October 2024 over a social media post reportedly showing
a sword pointing at an Israeli flag

Enacted in 1979, the PTA allows prolonged detention without trial, the use of confessions
extracted under duress or torture, limited access to legal representation, and facilitates
custodial abuses. UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk noted that mainly
Tamil and Muslim individuals were targeted, including those involved in memorialization
activities or protests, and urged the Sri Lankan government to release long-term detainees,
impose a moratorium on the PTA, and ensure any replacement legislation meets international
standards (Tamil Guardian, 2025).
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5. Other

51. Government supporters accused of storming and seizing a local
leftist party office

A serious dispute has erupted between the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), which is the
main faction of the ruling regime and the Frontline Socialist Party (FSP) over the alleged
forcible takeover of the FSP’s district office in Yakkala, Gampaha. According to FSP Education
Secretary Pubudu Jayagoda, a group of ‘government-backed thugs’ stormed the office located
on September 2, assaulted party members, and took control of the premises. Six members
were reportedly injured and hospitalized. Jayagoda said the office had served as the party’s
political and union base since 2011, asserting that all documentation proved over 13 years of
continuous occupation. He alleged that senior government figures, including Public Security
Minister Ananda Wijayapala, had used state power and police assistance to secure the
premises for the NPP. “The NPP now behaves as if it is above the law,” he said, accusing the
government of suppressing dissenting parties through force (Dissanayake and Perera, 2025;
The Island, 2025; The Morning, 2025).

= . j <
Court, on 9th September 2025.

i A5 S /
Frontline Socialist Party Members at the Gampaha Magistrate’s
Courtesy: Front Line Socialist Party

The FSP lodged a formal complaint with the police and filed a Right to Information (RTI)
request with the Inspector General of Police (IGP) seeking details about the alleged illegal
entry, assault, and seizure of property (The Morning, 2025). Former presidential candidate
Duminda Nagamuwa said the party would respect any lawful court directive to vacate the

18


https://www.facebook.com/frontlinesocialist?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZY06ekFv0IfD8A-sfWEEygIjg6CwPDpOS0IyRp2Kwn4LNIDE_t4oBTnrnAfrHVJ5gRsdk8SjH9aYl_og2DxbRtcSHmd1QvCBKPqxI_hfl_q1fMqduds0bYuMY6t-GGy6jQvFEjRgi5zW1_hCrk2aDa2LZZQHIF6rciOJSiq7K8S3pIieG21ucn_YL4r3quZLi8&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R

premises, but emphasized, “The NPP is neither the court nor the Fiscal Officer.” FSP Central
Committee member Sujith Kuruwita described the incident as a “shameful act by the
government,” claiming it exposed an authoritarian tendency within the ruling coalition (The
Island, 2025). In response, Deputy Minister Mahinda Jayasinghe of the NPP asserted that the
property in question had been legally purchased by the JVP in 2005, and insisted the dispute
was primarily a legal matter rather than a politically motivated seizure. “We have documents
to prove that the land legally belongs to us,” he said, describing it as a straightforward
ownership issue rather than political suppression (Perera, 2025). Following public outcry, the
Gampaha Magistrate’s Court (Court No. 02), presided over by Magistrate Dhammika
Uduwevidana, ordered that the contested premises be vacated and placed under police
custody until the dispute is resolved. The court instructed the Yakkala Police to remove all
occupiers, prevent re-entry, and maintain control of the office pending the District Court’s final
decision (Ranaweera, 2025; The Island, 2025).

Meanwhile, the National Freedom Front (NFF) — another JVP breakaway faction —
condemned the incident, alleging that a deputy minister, two MPs, and about 40 individuals
were involved in the takeover while police “looked the other way” (The Island, 2025). Police
have since cordoned off the premises, deploying reinforcements from several stations to
maintain security. The NPP continues to maintain that the Gampaha District Court had earlier
ruled in its favor, while the FSP insists that the takeover was an unlawful act of political
intimidation.

5.2. Threats of Legal action against lawyers by individuals

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka (BASL) has expressed concern over recent instances where
individuals have threatened legal action or complaints against Attorneys-at-Law for
professional work carried out on behalf of clients, emphasizing that such actions undermine
the independence of the legal profession and the administration of justice. In statements
issued by President Rajeev Amarasuriya and Secretary Chathura A. Galhena, the BASL
reaffirmed the principle that attorneys must be able to represent their clients fearlessly and
within the framework of the law. The association drew attention to the Supreme Court
judgment in Supreme Contempt Application No. 3/2016 delivered on 15 July 2021, in which a
person was convicted for making false representations regarding an attorney, highlighting the
detrimental impact of such actions on the justice system. The BASL urged all stakeholders to
act with restraint, responsibility, and accountability, stressing that professional rights will be
defended in any forum if necessary (Sooriyagoda, 2025; The Island, 2025; The Morning, 2025).

5.3. Sri Lankan Football Player fined for displaying a pro-Palestine message

The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) has imposed a fine of USD 2,000 on Sri Lankan
national footballer Mohamed Thilham for displaying a pro-Palestine message following a
match in June. The incident occurred on 10 June at the Racecourse Stadium in Colombo,
after Sri Lanka’s victory over the Chinese Taipei team in the AFC Asian Cup qualifying
tournament. Thilham revealed an undershirt bearing the message “PRAY FOR FREE
PALESTINE” during post-match celebrations inside the Controlled Access Area. According to
the AFC, this act violated Section 3.2.2 of the AFC Equipment Regulations, which prohibits
the display of political, religious, personal, or controversial messages on clothing within
officially governed zones.
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Image: The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) has imposed a fine of USD 2,000 on Sri Lankan
national footballer Mohamed Thilham for displaying a pro-Palestine message during post-match
celebrations.

5.4. Environmental Impact of proposed Mannar Wind Farm project

Public opposition against the proposed Mannar Wind Farm project has intensified into a tense
standoff between local communities and government authorities. Residents have been
protesting against the project for over 55 consecutive days, citing concerns over flooding,
destruction of farmland, disruption of fishing livelihoods, and environmental damage to one of
Sri Lanka’s most fragile ecosystems (Ada Derana, 2025; Tamil Guardian, 2025; Tamilwin,
2025).

On the night of September 26, hundreds of demonstrators gathered in Mannar town to block
vehicles transporting construction materials for wind turbine towers. Eyewitnesses reported
that police, including riot squads and the Special Task Force, used force to clear the roads.
During the confrontation, priests and civilians were beaten, and several were hospitalized at
Mannar District General Hospital (Hiru News, 2025; Tamil Guardian, 2025; Tamilwin, 2025).
Protesters also alleged that police filed false cases and attempted to arrest injured participants
and activists leading the demonstrations (Tamilwin, 2025). While authorities stated that no
civilians were attacked and that the police were only enforcing traffic clearance, local
communities strongly condemned the actions as an excessive use of force (Ada Derana
Sinhala, 2025; Hiru News, 2025).
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