Human Rights Situation in Sri Lanka
November 2025

el
S A N L

Press conference held by the Mannar Citizens' Committee ending its 105 days of protest
against construction of wind power plant and mineral sand mining on Mannar Island.
Courtesy: Lankasara

INF ORM Human Rights Documentation Centre

www.inform.lk




Human Rights Situation in Sri Lanka in November 2025.
Published in March 2026.

© INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre
Colombo, Sri Lanka

https://www.inform.lk/



https://www.inform.lk/

Contents

(0] 01 =] 01 £ 7P PP 3
1. EXECULIVE SUMIMAIY .cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt et e e ettt e et e et e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeees 4
p ol oTo 1 [ o] =1 o 11 1Y P 6
2.1. Pending Appointments to the Office of Reparations............ccccccvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiine, 6
2.2.  13th Amendment dealing with devolution of power to provincial councils................ 6
2.3. Office of the PUbliC ProSECULON............cooviiiiiiiiiiiiie 7
2.4, Easter SUNday AtTACKS..........uuiii it 8
2.5, IMBSS GraVES....coiiiieii e et eee et e ettt e e e et e e e e e e e e et e e r e e e et e e n e e 9
3. Civil and Political RIGNTS........ccoiiiiiiiiee e e e e e ar s 11
3.1.  Prevention of TerrorisSm ACt (PTA) ..ccooiiiiiiiiiiie 11
3.2, Freedom of the Press ... 12
3.3.  Freedom of Assembly and ASSOCIAtION ............coouuiiiiiiiiiiee e 13
4. Environmental and Land RIghtS ... 15
4.1. Environmental RIGNLS.........coiiiiiiiiii e 15
4.2, LANA RIGNTS. ...ttt ettt 16
5. Rights of the Marginalized GrOUPS ......ccooeeeiiiiiiiiice e e e 17
LT B I = I T = o | o £ 17
5.2, Prisoners’ RightS........coooiiiiiiiii 18
RETEIBNCES ...ttt e ettt e e e e e e s 19



1. Executive Summary

Accountability:

Appointments to the Office of Reparations: The llankai Tamil Arasu Katchi expressed its
strong opposition to the president regarding the alleged move to appoint individuals with
defence-sector backgrounds to the Office of Reparations, warning that such appointments
would undermine confidence in a body intended to deliver justice to victims of the armed
conflict.

Proposed Office of the Public Prosecutor: The Legal Officers’ Association of the Attorney
General's Department has formally expressed strong opposition to the government’s proposal
to establish an Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions to improve independence,
transparency and efficiency in the criminal justice system. The association unanimously
adopted a resolution rejecting the proposed separation of prosecutorial functions from the
Attorney General's Department.

Easter Sunday Attack: The president told parliament that some evidence linked to the attacks
had been destroyed, but the government had already begun collecting fresh evidence to
uncover the truth. The police have indicated that they have not yet received details regarding
the destroyed material or those responsible, and that the matter remains with the CID.

Mass Graves: Demonstrations continue to take place demanding justice for the victims of the
Chemmani mass graves.

Civil and Political Rights:

Prevention of Terrorism Act: The continued use of the Prevention of Terrorism Act has
drawn renewed scrutiny following the arrest of Attorney-at-Law Thamara Abeyratne under the
Act in connection with the killing of underworld figure Sanjeewa Kumara Samararatne inside
the Hulftsdorp Magistrate’s Court in 2025. The Bar Association expressed concern over the
application of the PTA, which is not a terrorism-related case.

Freedom of the Press: Journalists and media rights organisations remain concerned over
the Online Safety Act and proposed amendments to the Press Council Act, which Free Media
Movement warns create fear and regulatory uncertainty; Sri Lanka Working Journalists’
Association argues that by upholding such laws, the government demonstrates a tolerance for
repression; and Federation of Media Employees' Trade Unions notes that while OSA
encourages self-censorship, IMF-imposed conditions simultaneously strengthen structural
transparency.

Freedom of Assembly and Association: Reports indicated heightened surveillance,
intimidation and restrictions targeting organisers and civil society activists involved in the
Maaveerar Naal remembrance in the North and East.

Environmental and Land Rights:

Environmental Rights: The Mannar Citizens' Committee officially ended its 105-day protest
against wind power construction and mineral sand mining on Mannar Island in November. At
a media briefing, committee representatives acknowledged the government’s decision not to
approve new wind projects but stressed that no adequate solutions had been provided to



address the problems caused by existing plants, and that the protest would only end once
clear assurances were given.

Land Rights: Land dispossession, militarisation, and sustained resistance continue to define
the lived reality of Tamil communities across the North and East, as recent events reveal a
pattern of unresolved structural injustice.

Rights of the marginalized Communities

LGBTIQ+ Rights: The intense opposition to sex-education reforms has started targeting
LGBTIQ+ rights by drawing a rhetorical connection between the recommendations to
incorporate sex-education into the school curriculum and the promotion of LGBTIQ+ rights
among schools, where conservative religious leaders and nationalist civic groups, including
the Archbishop of Colombo, Malcolm Cardinal Ranijith, seem to be the advocates of these
sentiments.

Prisoners’ Rights: The Committee for Protecting the Rights of Prisoners has expressed
regret that successive governments have failed to hold those responsible for the deaths of
inmates at Welikada and Mahara Prisons accountable. Speaking at this year's Prisoners’
Justice Day event.



2. Accountability

2.1. Pending Appointments to the Office of Reparations

“We reliably understand that
four names have been
recommended for
appointment to the Office of
Reparations recently and that
two of them have security
sector backgrounds. This is in
addition to the fact that the fifth
member is a Major General. If
....[they] are appointed, three
out of five members will be from

The llankai Tamil Arasu Katchi (ITAK) wrote to
President Anura  Kumara  Dissanayake
expressing strong opposition to the alleged move
to appoint individuals with defence-sector
backgrounds to the Office of Reparations,
warning that such appointments would
undermine confidence in a body intended to
deliver justice to victims of the armed conflict. In
their letter, signed by ITAK President C.V.K.
Sivagnanam and General Secretary M.A.
Sumanthiran, the party noted that retired naval
officer =~ Joseph  Terence  Gnananandan
Sundaram and former Additional Secretary to the

fhe security secfor, when nof Ministry of Defence Wasantha Perera are among

even one person should come the four individuals recommended to fill
from that secfor info an office vacancies in the Office, which already includes a
such as this* member who is a retired Major General. ITAK
argued that appointing three of five members
from the security sector would be wholly
inappropriate for an institution tasked with
providing reparations for violations largely
attributed to the government security forces,
stating that “any person with the security sector
background appointed to this position will only go
/ to confirm what our people have been saying all
these days and the callousness of the
government.” The Office of Reparations, established under the 2018 Act, was created to
support reconciliation and mitigate the losses endured by victims of the conflict in the North
and East (Tamil Guardian, 2025; The Island, 2025).

Quote from the_letter dated 6
November 2025 addressed to
President Dissanayake by the
llankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi
regarding appointments to the
Office of Reparations.

2.2. 13th Amendment dealing with devolution of power to provincial
councils

Meanwhile, the National Joint Committee (NJC), a nationalist organization led by former
military leaders and Sinhala nationalist leaders condemned opposition leader Sajith
Premadasa’s statement in New Delhi pledging full implementation of the 13th Amendment,
describing it as ‘shocking’ and ‘a betrayal.” The NJC argued that the 13th Amendment was
imposed under foreign duress, posed threats to national unity and the unitary state, and could
no longer be implemented meaningfully due to constitutional changes that reduced the powers
of the Executive President. They insisted that the amendment should be comprehensively
reviewed and subjected to a public referendum (The Island, 2025).


https://www.tamilguardian.com/sites/default/files/Image/pictures/2025/IMG_6578.jpeg
https://www.tamilguardian.com/sites/default/files/Image/pictures/2025/IMG_6578.jpeg

ﬁe 13th Amendment (13A) ’ro\

the Constitution of Sri Lanka,
passed in 1987 following the
Indo-Sri Lanka Accord,
remains the most contentious

part of the country's
devolution framework.
Sinhala  Nationalists  have

historically opposed the 13th
Amendment saying it will
undermine the unitary nature
of the Sri Lankan state. While it
legally provides for the
fransfer of certain powers to
Provincial Councils (PCs), the
specific devolution of land
and police powers has never
been fully implemented and

At the same time, the Tamil National People’s Front
(TNPF), a Northern Province based Tamil nationalist
political party led by Gajendrakumar Ponnambalam,
urged India to use its increased leverage over Sri
Lanka—stemming from the island’s deepening
economic crisis—to secure a durable political
settlement acceptable to the Eelam Tamil nation. In
discussions  with  Indian MP  Dr.  Thol.
Thirumavalavan, the TNPF argued that Sri Lanka
had failed for nearly four decades to implement even
the terms of the Indo—-Lanka Accord, and that
reliance on the limited and outdated framework of the
13th Amendment continued to prevent meaningful
Tamil self-government. They emphasised that with
Sri Lanka now economically dependent on India,
New Delhi possessed unprecedented bargaining
power that should be used to break the political
deadlock, and urged a more assertive role for Tamil
Nadu in shaping India’s policy on the Tamil question
(The Island, 2025).

remains a flashpoint in Sri
Lankan politics.
K / Amid these developments, President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake held talks with ITAK MPs at the
Presidential Secretariat following a request from the party. Discussions focused on Provincial
Council elections, the need for a new constitution, and regional issues such as fisheries
disputes, land concerns, and infrastructure needs in the North and East. The President stated
that longstanding issues could no longer be resolved through “outdated political solutions,”
emphasising the necessity of moving toward a new political framework, and instructed officials
to expedite solutions to several matters raised by the ITAK delegation. ITAK representatives
affirmed that the party was willing to cooperate with development initiatives in the Northern
Province and support government measures taken against extremism (The Island, 2025; The
Morning, 2025). Two days later, the President convened a meeting with Tamil and Muslim
opposition parties to brief them on preparations for Sri Lanka Day, scheduled for December,
stressing the government’s commitment to preventing “any form of racist trap” and to ensuring
that all citizens can live with full respect for their religious and cultural identities. Party leaders
welcomed the initiative, offered proposals, and pledged support for the national ‘A Nation
United’ programme to combat the drug menace and strengthen intercommunal harmony (Daily
Mirror, 2025).

2.3. Office of the Public Prosecutor

The Legal Officers’ Association of the Attorney General’s Department has formally expressed
strong opposition to the government’s proposal to establish an Office of the Director of Public
Prosecutions (or Office of the Public Prosecutor), a move the government has linked to
improving independence, transparency and efficiency in the criminal justice system. At a
special general meeting, the association unanimously adopted a resolution rejecting the
proposed separation of prosecutorial functions from the Attorney General’'s Department. The


https://www.veriteresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Devolution-of-Police-Powers_A-guide-for-decision-makers.pdf
https://www.veriteresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Devolution-of-Police-Powers_A-guide-for-decision-makers.pdf

resolution noted that while measures to enhance independence, transparency, and efficiency
within the Department are ‘unequivocally welcome,” no empirical or scientific basis has been
presented to justify the creation of a separate prosecutorial office (Lanka E News, 2025).

¢

afional  People’'s Power
(NPP) pledged “introducing a
Directorate of Public
Prosecution (DPP) as a
mechanism  fo  eliminate
delays within  the judicial
system and establishing a
main DPP office and sub
offices in the provinces which
will remain independent of

The association further emphasised that
\ independence and transparency must apply across
all functions of the Attorney General’'s Department,
including its Civil Division, and not solely to
prosecutorial work. It warned that dividing the
department would instead erode institutional
independence, diminish professional standards, and
contribute to inefficiencies. The resolution described
the proposed separation as “unreasonable, arbitrary,
devoid of any rational basis or merit and ultimately
counterproductive,” while pledging support for
the  Atformey  General's internal reforms aimed at strengthening the
Department to  conduct Department’'s operations (AGDLOA Resolution,

cases on behalf of the 2025).
government” in their

Presidential Manifesto in 2024. In 2024 President Dissanayake also promised to

PP e A establish a ‘Directorate of Public Prosecution (DPP)’
. AR O,' : NG in his election manifesto. In 2025, UNHRC resolution
Nation, A Beautiful Life. p113.

A/HRC/60/L.1/Rev.1 acknowledged “the
K / commitment of the Government of Sri Lanka to

establish an independent public prosecutorial body,
and urged that the body be fully independent, effective and robust.” The Cabinet of Ministers
approved the proposal, and the Justice Ministry commenced the process in consultation with
the Attorney General and the Bar Association of Sri Lanka (Daily Mirror, 2025).

2.4. Easter Sunday Attacks

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake told parliament that some evidence linked to the attacks
had been destroyed, but the government had already begun collecting fresh evidence to
uncover the truth. He stated that CID Chief Shani Abeysekera and Public Security Ministry
Secretary Ravi Senevirathe were working continuously on the investigation (Perera &
Siriwardanana, 2025). The police have indicated that they have not yet received details
regarding the destroyed material or those responsible, and that the matter remains with the
CID (Dharmapriya &Samaraweera, 2025). The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Sri Lanka
(CBCSL) confirmed it would discuss the matter in its next meeting, having previously
questioned the president on the investigation’s progress.

The Ministry of Public Security confirmed ongoing investigations despite unclear details about
destroyed evidence, with Minister Ananda Wijepala noting that over 50,000 pages of reports
are under review. The ruling National People’s Power party has repeatedly accused former
governments led by Presidents Maithripala Sirisena, Gotabaya Rajapaksa, and Ranil
Wickremesinghe of failing to deliver justice to victims and pledged continued investigations
(Samaraweera, 2025).


https://muragala.lk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/NPP_manifesto_English_2024.pdf
https://muragala.lk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/NPP_manifesto_English_2024.pdf

Puttalam District MP Hector Appuhami described the alleged destruction of documents as
serious, calling for immediate disclosure in Parliament and questioning how investigations can
proceed if pages are missing (Dharmasena, 2025). To expedite justice, the trial has shifted
into an accelerated phase at a newly-designated Court Complex in Colombo 7, with the Trial-
at-Bar Bench chaired by High Court Judge Navaratne Marasinghe.

The Attorney General's Department filed the indictment on 10 August 2021, listing 23,270
charges against 25 suspects, including conspiracy, execution of suicide bombings, aiding and
abetting, murder of 268 individuals, and injuries to 594 others. Due to the volume of charges,
a shortened procedure was agreed upon and concluded in February 2023. Investigators have
recorded nearly 8,000 statements, analysed around 100,000 sets of telephone data, and
heard 60—70 witnesses. Of the 25 suspects, 24 remain in custody following the death of one,
Yasin Bawa Abdul Rauf, and none have pleaded guilty or acknowledged the attacks as suicide
bombings. Appeals and procedural delays have slowed the trial, but it continues with the
remaining evidence to prevent stagnation (Nanayakkara, 2025).

2.5. Mass Graves

A protest demanding justice for the victims of the Chemmani mass graves and the repeal of
repressive anti-terror legislation was held in Jaffna, drawing participation from activists, civil
society members, and various other groups (Tamilwin, 2025). The demonstration was
organised by the Movement for Equal Rights, and it highlighted long-standing human rights
violations including enforced disappearances, the Batalanda torture camp, and mass graves
across the island, with protesters warning against allowing Chemmani to be “buried in silence
again” and condemning decades of impunity surrounding the site, where more than 600 Eelam
Tamils are believed to have been buried by the military in the 1990s (Tamil Guardian, 2025).

gﬁ@sﬁ' ol

' 2 B .. = - — i
. o S




Amid these calls for justice, excavation work at the Chemmani mass grave was delayed due
to rainwater accumulation, prompting authorities to postpone the third phase of excavation
(Tamilwin, 2025). Concerns have also been raised over the removal of one of two forensic
officers assigned to the site after only three months of service, with Member of Parliament Dr.
Sri Bhavanandaraja stating that the government has provided unrestricted funding for the
excavation and that steps are being taken to resolve the matter and ensure continuity in
forensic investigations (Tamilwin, 2025).

These developments have unfolded alongside renewed demands by the People’s Struggle
Front for a transparent investigation into human graves reportedly discovered at the Colombo
Port complex, raising broader questions about unresolved enforced disappearances linked to
past state violence, including during the 1971 and 1988-89 uprisings (Tamilwin, 2025).
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3. Civil and Political Rights

3.1. Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA)

The Experts Committee reviewing the draft Counter Terrorism Bill to repléée the existing Prevention of Terrorims
Act (PTA) submitted their final report to the Justice Minister Nanayakkara in November, 2025. Courtesy: The
Morning

The continued use of the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) has drawn renewed scrutiny
following the arrest of Attorney-at-Law Thamara Abeyratne under the Act in connection with
the killing of underworld figure Sanjeewa Kumara Samararatne (Ganemulle Sanjeewa) inside
the Hulftsdorp Magistrate’s Court in 2025, an incident that deeply unsettled the legal
community (Ferdinando, 2025). The Bar Association of Sri Lanka (BASL) expressed concern
over the application of the PTA in what is not a terrorism-related case, a matter that has long
attracted international attention, including from the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC)
(Ferdinando, 2025).

Amid these developments, significant progress has been reported regarding long-awaited
reforms to the PTA. The committee appointed to review and draft legislation to repeal the PTA
officially handed over its report and draft bill to Minister of Justice Harshana Nanayakkara.
The committee, chaired by President's Counsel Rienzie Arsakularatne, was tasked with
preparing new anti-terrorism legislation that upholds international human rights standards
while addressing contemporary security challenges (Daily Mirror, 2025; The Morning, 2025).
The minister noted that the draft bill is intended to replace the existing PTA entirely, while he
also reaffirmed that repealing the PTA remains a policy priority of the government, stressing
that new laws must safeguard both national security and constitutionally guaranteed freedoms
(The Morning, 2025).
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In response to news of the committee’s submission, the civil society organisation Justice for
All issued a statement urging the government to make the committee’s report and draft bill
public, emphasising that it has long advocated for the complete repeal of the PTA, which it
described as a ‘draconian’ 1979 law that should have been removed from the statute books
decades ago (Newswire, 2025; The Island, 2025). The statement was signed by a diverse
group of academics, politicians, lawyers, and activists (The Island, 2025). This new draft
legislation contradicts the NPP Election Manifesto commitment to repeal the PTA.

3.2. Freedom of the Press

OSA Act: Media organisations remain united in their concern over the Online Safety Act
(OSA) and proposed amendments to the Press Council Act, which Free Media Movement
(FMM) warns create fear and regulatory uncertainty; Sri Lanka Working Journalists’
Association (SLWJA) argues that by upholding such laws, the government demonstrates a
tolerance for repression; and Federation of Media Employees' Trade Unions (FMETU) notes
that while OSA encourages self-censorship, IMF-imposed conditions simultaneously
strengthen structural transparency. In this context, all three groups call for urgent steps to
safeguard press freedom: FMM demands an independent media commission and stronger
protections for journalists; SLWJA calls for a new, consultative national media policy; and
FMETU insists on empowering independent anti-corruption bodies, ensuring judicial
independence, recovering stolen assets, and engaging the public in legislative reform.
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CID summons were in relation to the above article titled ‘police reports also need approval from the chairperson

of the public security committee; grama niladhari certificate is insufficient.” courtesy: Lankanewsweb.

CID summons an Editor of a national newspaper: Aruna Editor-in-Chief Mahinda lleperuma
was summoned to the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) regarding a November 2025
article that reported a police certificate now requires both Grama Niladhari verification and
approval from the Chairperson of the Public Security Committee. The FMM condemned the
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summons, calling the use of the Parliamentary Privileges Act a “weapon of media repression,”
emphasising that the government—once an opponent of such laws—is now attempting to
intimidate journalists. FMM further stressed that if the report was incorrect, the minister should
issue a clarification; however, if accurate, improper police practices must end (The Island,
2025). The SLWJA also condemned the summons, warning that questioning a journalist at
the CID over a news report violates basic standards of ethics and press freedom, and urging
all defenders of free expression to oppose media suppression (The Morning, 2025).

3.3. Freedom of Assembly and Association

As Tamil communities in the North and East prepared for Maaveerar Naal (Great Heroes’ Day)
in November, reports from Mullaitivu, Jaffna, Valvettithurai and Amparai indicate heightened
surveillance, intimidation and restrictions targeting organisers and civil society activists
involved in remembrance activities. In Mulliyawala, Mullaitivu, a commemoration event to
honour the parents and relatives of fallen Tamil liberation fighters, organised under the
leadership of activist and Karaithuraipattu Pradeshiya Sabha member Judson, drew the
attention of military intelligence officers, who reportedly questioned the individual who
provided the venue, despite earlier assurances that the military would be withdrawn from
civilian homes (Tamilwin, 2025).
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Maaveerar Banners and flags in the streets of Polikandi area in Jaffna District, Northern Province. Courtesy: Tamil
Guardian

Meanwhile, in Valvettithurai, police and CID officers summoned the president and secretary
of the Polikandi Fishermen’s Association after residents decorated streets with red and yellow
flags, ordering the removal of Maaveerar Naal banners and warning of arrests if they were not
taken down, actions residents described as part of a broader pattern of intimidation (Tamil
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Guardian, 2024). Similar surveillance has been reported at the Kanchikudiyaru Thuyilum Illam
in Amparai, where memorial committee head Pushparaj Dushanthan stated that intelligence
officers monitor organisers even during cemetery cleaning and follow them while travelling,
which he described as deliberate intimidation despite government claims of equal rights (Tamil
Guardian, 2025). In Jaffna’s Uduthurai, organisers were reportedly instructed by police not to
light lamps, use the karthigai (flame lily) flower, display photographs of fallen LTTE cadres or
play Maaveerar songs, and were instead told to use cinema songs (Tamil Guardian, 2025).
While the government maintains that remembrance is permitted as long as it does not promote
the LTTE, with Cabinet Spokesperson Dr. Nalinda Jayatissa stating on 18 November that the
law would be enforced against any such promotion, activists allege that intelligence
monitoring, police summons and imposed conditions amount to systematic suppression of
Tamil remembrance during the Maaveerar period (Lanka Files, 2025).
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4. Environmental and Land Rights

4.1. Environmental Rights
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Press conference held by the Mannar Citizens' Committee ending its 105 days of protest
against construction of wind power plant in Mannar. Courtesy: Lankasara

The Mannar Citizens' Committee officially ended its 105-day protest against wind power
construction and mineral sand mining on Mannar Island on 15 November 2025. The protest,
which began last August, was launched by residents to demand the suspension of 14
proposed wind power towers, a complete ban on ilmenite sand mining, and redress for
damages caused by the wind projects. At a media briefing on 5 November, committee
representatives acknowledged the government’s decision not to approve new wind projects
but stressed that no proper solutions had been provided for the problems caused by existing
plants, and the protest would only end once clear assurances were given (The Morning, 2025).
Earlier, a mass torchlit demonstration marked the 100th day of the campaign, led by Rev.
Father Marcus Adigalar and committee members, with residents highlighting threats to the
environment, livelihoods, and fragile island ecology (The Morning, 2025). Despite national
attention after President Anura Kumara Dissanayake instructed the Ministry of Power not to
approve additional wind projects without local consent, formal assurances were still lacking,
prompting continued mobilisation (The Morning, 2025). At the conclusion of the protest, Rev.
S. Marcus Adigalar, alongside Bishop S. Gnanaprakasa of the Diocese of Mannar, announced
the suspension of the campaign with confidence that demands would be met, including
stopping all sand mining permits, preventing mined soil from leaving the island, and ensuring
proper testing. The government’s immediate formation of a monitoring committee under the
president to supervise future activities was welcomed, and a delegation led by Rev. S. Marcus
Adigalar submitted a memorandum of demands to Mannar District Government Agent K.
Kanageswaran, with wide participation from local clergy and committee members (Tamilwin,
2025; The Morning, 2025).

15



4.2. Land Rights

Land dispossession, militarisation, and sustained resistance continue to define the lived reality
of Tamil communities across the North and East, as recent events from Mullaitivu,
Trincomalee, Kalmunai and beyond reveal a pattern of unresolved structural injustice.

In Keppapulavu, Mullaitivu, two large concrete pillars erected by the Air Force at the entrance
to the Pilavu Settlement were removed by the Karaithuraipattru Pradeshiya Sabha following
resident complaints that the structures, installed during military occupation, continued to
obstruct public movement years after limited resettlement was allowed, even as large tracts
of land, including the operational Keppapulavu Air Force base, remain under military control
(Tamil Guardian, 2025).

< e 3 i3

A monthly protest is held at the entrance of Tissa Viharaya in Jaffna, on each full moon pbya
2025, Thaiyiddy, Jaffna. Courtesy: IBC Tamil.
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At the same time, protests emerged against the alleged illegal construction of the Tissa
Temple in Jaffna, with demonstrations set to continue, reflecting ongoing resistance to
perceived religious and territorial encroachment (Tamilwin, 2025). Meanwhile, Fisheries
Minister Ramalingam Chandrasekar stated that President Anura Kumara Dissanayake has
instructed the Defence Secretary to release lands occupied by the military within LTTE
cemeteries (lllam, 2025), allowing families to commemorate freely, though no timeline has
been provided (Pamunuwa, 2025; Tamil Guardian, 2025). In the Eastern Province, resistance
has intensified in Muthunagar, Trincomalee, where 351 farming families sustained a
Satyagraha protest for over 60 days against the leasing of their ancestral agricultural lands
and ponds for solar power projects, accusing officials and the government of spreading false
information and ignoring repeated promises of resolution, culminating in effigy-burning
protests despite heavy rain (Tamil Guardian, 2025; Tamilwin, 2025). Parallel concerns have
arisen in Kalmunai North, where activists accused government authorities of enabling racially
motivated land encroachment through unauthorised construction, warning of flood risks,
selective enforcement by the Road Development Authority (Tamil Guardian, 2025; Tamilwin,
2025).
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5. Rights of the Marginalized Groups

5.1. LGBTQI+ Rights

The country has been witnessing intensifying opposition to sex-education reforms and
LGBTQ-inclusive initiatives, led predominantly by religious leaders and nationalist civic
groups. Archbishop of Colombo, Malcolm Cardinal Ranijith, has expressed strong concern
over what he calls an “inappropriate sexual
education programme” slated for inclusion in
the 2026 school curriculum, warning that it
threatens the country’s cultural and moral
values (Daily FT, 2025; UCA News, 2025;
The Island, 2025). He alleged that the
programme, which plans to introduce sex
education from Grade Six, is being
implemented under the influence of foreign
organisations such as the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA). He claimed the
curriculum promotes lessons on same-sex

Cardinal blasts sex relationships and birth control, representing
education move the ‘degraded values of a Western world
backed by foreign without religion,” and warned that it aims to

mislead and corrupt children (Daily FT,

agencies 2025; The Island, 2025)

A news headline published by a national newspaper on the
cardinal's remarks on sex education. Courtesy: Daily Mirror

F.E. Dias, president of Cultura Vitae, denounced the reforms as ‘corrupting children early in
life,” while Palitha Uditha of Family Care Solidarity alleged that international lenders, including
the IMF, are pressuring the government to promote LGBTQ-friendly content, framing such
initiatives as threats to Sri Lanka’s moral foundations (UCA News, 2025). Meanwhile, senior
Buddhist clergy have reinforced homophobic rhetoric. Venerable Ganthune Assaji Thero, the
Mahanayake of the Chulagandhi section of the Amarapura Maha Nikaya, criticised
discussions on LGBTQI+ rights, claiming that the public does not approve of same-sex
marriage and that sexual matters must be handled with sensitivity to religion and nationality
(Pamunuwa, 2025).

Against this backdrop, the Court of Appeal recently addressed a petition by nationalist activists
Dr Gunadasa Amarasekara and Dr. Wasantha Bandara, challenging an alleged tourism
promotion project aimed at the gay community. The petition alleged that the Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Board, along with the Foreign Minister and the NGO EQUAL GROUND, acted
arbitrarily and in violation of the Constitution and Penal Code to support LGBTQ-focused
tourism (Abeynayake, 2025).
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5.2. Prisoners’ Rights

The Committee for Protecting the Rights of Prisoners (CPRP) has expressed regret that
successive governments have failed to hold those responsible for the deaths of inmates at
Welikada and Mahara Prisons accountable. Speaking at this year’s Prisoners’ Justice Day
event, CPRP President, attorney Senaka Perera, highlighted that while 27 inmates were killed
in the 2012 Welikada Prison incident and 11 in the 2020 Mahara Prison incident, no one has
been found guilty in either case (Samaraweera, 2025).

“The perpetrators have not been identified yet. They didn’t come from another world and shoot.
The problem here is that the previous Governments and the current Government didn’t stand
up for justice. There was one related case, and it was also withdrawn. We have now filed a
case in the upper courts regarding this”.

The Welikada Prison incident occurred on 9—10 November 2012, when clashes broke out
between inmates and the Special Task Force during a search operation inside the high-
security prison. Gunfire and riots led to the deaths of 27 inmates, drawing widespread
condemnation and calls for an independent investigation into the use of lethal force. The
Mahara Prison incident took place on 29—-30 November 2020 amid growing tensions due to
overcrowding and fears of Covid-19 infections. Violence erupted after inmates protested,
demanding better health measures and testing, resulting in 11 deaths and over 100 injuries
(Samaraweera, 2025).

Meanwhile, in the Colombo High Court, Judge Rashantha Godawela ordered the Welikada
Prison Superintendent to immediately produce Sisira Prasanna Kumara, alias Cake
Samantha, the first accused in the Magazine Prison Riot, before a forensic medical officer and
submit a report on injuries he allegedly sustained due to brutal assault by a group of prison
officers. The order followed a letter submitted by the defendant stating that he had been
assaulted while detained at Welikada Prison, naming the officers involved. The case, filed by
the Attorney General, involves 56 defendants charged with unlawfully engaging in a public
gathering inside Magazine Prison on 24 January 2012, causing damage to prison property
worth over Rs. 5.2 million, and assaulting prison officers. Judge Godawela also issued
warrants for the immediate arrest and production of 11 defendants who failed to appear in
court after being released on bail and ordered notices to be sent to their sureties.

On 4 November 2024, 43 of the defendants had agreed to plead guilty and settle the case by
paying damages of over Rs. 5.2 million to the prison and compensation to the prosecution
witnesses. The court ordered each defendant to deposit Rs. 127,000 in damages and Rs.
7,000 in compensation into the Commissioner General of Prisons’ bank account by 12
December. State Counsel Nishara Jayaratne, leading the prosecution, was tasked with
informing the court of compliance, after which the Attorney General agreed to withdraw
charges under the Public Property Act and amend the charge sheet (Abeynayake, 2025).
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The Morning. (2025, November 7). Mannar Islanders continue protest.
https://www.themorning.lk/articles/JsUF34DOc7hPcQdSpWH2

The Morning. (2025, November 12). Accountability in prisons: Justice for Welikada and
Mahara. https://www.themorning.lk/articles/AUTVWD9usvviYJ533UeP

The Morning. (2025, November 13). Committee submits report on repeal of PTA to Justice
Minister. https://www.themorning.lk/articles/uiiLrmHDGIRcojnPtEBd

The Morning. (2025, November 13). Easter Sunday attacks: CA extends injunction against
military officer's arrest. https://www.themorning.lk/articles/KEarZgNmnuWNIPkxi6jJ

The Morning. (2025, November 14). PTA ‘repeal' comm. report to Justice Min.
https://www.themorning.lk/articles/pXV2pisK7EJPBP62YyF9

The Morning. (2025, November 20). 'Destroyed' Easter evidence: Police unaware of 'lost
material’. https://www.themorning.lk/articles/sCrxk4dLCrVdb3RvH1tSt

The Morning. (2025, November 20). ITAK meets Prez over NE issues.
https://www.themorning.lk/articles/CY2NU92a5DebtW5vJTuL

The Morning. (2025, November 24). Easter Sunday attack: Can't specify 'lost' evidence.
https://www.themorning.lk/articles/xPb9rgjV6GBmkg9j02rR

The Morning. (2025, November 25). Media groups slam summoning of Editor.
https://www.themorning.lk/articles/KnuybSPt2oLmyTY43cAm

UCA News. (2025, November 10). Church, activists oppose Sri Lanka's sex education plan in
schools. https://www.ucanews.com/news/church-activists-oppose-sri-lankas-sex-education-
plan-in-schools/110902
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